
Exploring  The  History  of
Scouts BSA
It’s  pretty  easy  to  find  articles  and  videos  about  the
beginning  of  the  World  Scouting  Movement  and  its  “uncle”
Lieutenant  General  Robert  Stephenson  Smyth  Baden-Powell  —
Baden Powell or “BP” (Be Prepared) for short. It’s a little
more challenging to get to brass tax about the origins of
scouting in the United States.

Scouting.org explained:

Stop me if you’ve heard this— and if you haven’t, you must
have joined Scouting very recently. It’s the story of the
Unknown Scout who guided Chicago publisher William D. Boyce
through a pea-soup fog in 1909 in London—and that led him to
the  office  of  Robert  S.S.  Baden-Powell,  the  founder  of
Scouting. There Boyce picked up a trunkload of literature
about the young movement for British boys, leading him to
incorporate the Boy Scouts of America on Feb. 8, 1910, soon
after returning to the United States.

But despite the made-for-Hollywood story, the rest of the tale
isn’t as well known, as Scouting.org added, “W. D. Boyce is a
shadowy figure among Scouting’s pioneers.”

“This is due largely to the fact that he did not take a hands-
on approach to Scouting as did the founder, Baden-Powell, in
England and, in the United States, Chief Scout Ernest Thompson
Seton, National Scout Commissioner Daniel Carter Beard, and
Chief Scout Executive James E. West.

“Boyce did his thing and left the details to others.”

But what are those details? Or, how did we get here from
there?
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Well, two different Scouters produced videos to help show us
the way.

Check these out:

History of the Founding of the Boy Scouts of America: Did You
Know?
How Did Scouting Start in America?

The  BSA  Uniform:  Always  In
Style
From Army hand-me-downs to Oscar de la Renta, the Boy Scout
uniform is, itself, a story… 

As you put on your Scout uniform, did you ever catch yourself
wondering, how did we get here?

After all, it’s one of the most iconic ensembles on earth. No
matter where you’re from, everyone can picture a Boy Scout.

A neckerchief, olive green, and khaki – top it with a hat (and
knee-high  socks);  even  parodies  like  Russell’s  “Wilderness
Explorers” in Pixar’s Up and Sam Shakuski’s Khaki Scouts in
Moonrise Kingdom can’t escape the ubiquitous nature of the
classic Boy Scout (or Cub Scout) getup.

That’s part of what makes those films so great. No matter the
color, on and off-screen, a Boy Scout uniform tells the viewer
a lot of information, even before anyone speaks. 

For example, we’re laughing because Russell goes to great
lengths (and heights) to earn an important merit badge. We
believe Sam can do anything because of his Scout uniform (and
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seemingly magic backpack). 

Meanwhile,  and  perhaps  most  importantly,  Life  Scout  Henry
Jones Jr. wearing a Boy Scout uniform in Indiana Jones and the
Last Crusade tells you all you need to know about Indy’s
character (and gives clues as to why Dr. Jones wears durable
adventures gear and a wide brim hat as he gets older).

What’s unique about the BSA uniform, with an over 111-year
history, remains its utilitarian construction. Its durability.
And its ability to tell a story for the wearer.

Over the last few months, Stan “Scouter Stan” Richards has
posted three vlogs explaining the importance of the Scout
Uniform and how it evolved over more than a century.

Scout Uniform Through History
The Square Knot on the Uniform Tells A Story
What is That on Your Uniform?
And speaking of Oscar de la Renta, Scouting Wire did a whole
breakdown of the designer’s work for BSA. 

“We felt the uniform should meet several criteria,” de la
Renta told Scouting Magazine in 1980. “It should be equitable
for strenuous activity; it should be made from an easy-care
fabric, and at the same time the wearer should still look like
a Scout.”

What  is  a  Pinewood  Derby
Garage?
Cub Scout Pack 3104 in Hudson prepares for the big race…
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For the majority of Cub Scouts, two words bring visions of
pole positions, paint jobs, and – principally – victory.

“Pinewood Derby.”

Unfortunately,  for  many  Cub  Scout  parents,  those  words
(needlessly) bring sheer terror.

Not because the day is a bore. No, there’s plenty of fun to be
had from top to bottom of the track. However, for many modern
families, the sound of a bandsaw is just as rare as the dings,
dongs, and pings of dial-up internet.

Yes, coupled with the ever-churning imagination of a child,
the thought of bringing a muscle car out of a block of pine
can make even the most talented lawyer, teacher, chef, or –
ahem – writer downright apoplectic.

Thankfully for Cub Scouts in Hudson, Massachusetts, this year
a pair of brothers came to the rescue, wearing dark blue Pack
3104 sweatshirts and sawdust speckled beards. Taking the Boy
Scout motto to heart, they remain prepared to take on the
toughest of paper napkin-drawn designs and guide enthusiastic
or  frustrated  Cubs,  moms,  dads,  and  mentors  through  the
process.

And they succeeded.

From the wood to the winner, there is an unstated method that
is better taught in a garage than a classroom, better shown
than told. And, like so many Cubmasters and grandfathers and
den leaders (and, yes, professional carpenters) throughout the
United States and the Scouting world, they also center their
work in the Cub Scout motto: “Do your best…”

You see, Andrew Hermann, Cubmaster, and his brother Jeremy,
the father of a new Lions scout, both know their way around a
workbench. And, when there’s a Pinewood Derby car to cut, both
Scouters  offer  up  one  of  their  well-stocked  garages  for



everything from a tutorial to a tune-up.

There, wielding the well-used equipment (passed down through
several  generations  of  scouts)  and  oft-proven  techniques
(passed  down  through  years  and  years  of  races  –  and  on
YouTube) a bit of magic happens. 

Out of the shavings and the sweat comes a car. And it’s not
any old car. It’s a Pinewood Derby racer, more precious to the
Cub Scout that designed it (or painted it, or decorated it)
than any video game avatar or smartphone.

So, how does a good Cub Scout Pinewood Derby garage get run? 

Any old way that gets the job done! 

A  smile  helps,  too.  After  all,  a  Scout  is  cheerful,  no?
Interested in running a Pinewood Derby garage? Write to Pack
3104 for some tips and tricks.

Mayflower  Council  YouTube:
What is Cub Scouts?
New video explains the Scouts BSA program designed for kids in
K – 5th grade…

For those of us who grew up in Scouting wearing a blue and
gold uniform, the question seems – well – unnecessary?

However,  it’s  important  to  understand  that  a  whole  new
generation of children is coming to Scouts BSA.

Many families were not fortunate enough to live near a pack.
Or, perhaps, someone in the family tried the program and, for
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whatever reason, it didn’t stick. Meanwhile, girls joining Cub
Scouts remains a relatively new facet of the program. Maybe
there was even a financial component to the decision to skip
Scouting.

The reasons are myriad. So, it’s important for everyone to
check out Cub Scouting with fresh eyes and with a notion to
expand the program to more children than ever.

Perhaps you, the reader, come to contemporary Cub Scouting
with lots of questions, even though you might have once been a
Weblos (We’ll be loyal Scouts…) Scout.

In that (arrow of) light, the Mayflower Council presents the
following video, designed to take the guesswork out of the
equation and give new and old families alike an understanding
of what so many of us know so well:

“Cub Scouts is a game with a purpose.”

Of course, if Cub Scouts is already part of your child’s
world, be sure to forward this story along to a friend or
family member whose kids might just be ready to put on the
blue and gold.

And if you need more info on Cub Scouts, click this link.

What is Cub Scouts

Scouting  for  Inspiration:
Hannah Holmes
One year ago, this Scout became the first girl to earn all of
Scouts BSA’s 137 merit badges.

https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/
https://youtu.be/De1JbT6Vglg
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Each week at troop meetings around the country, scouts do
amazing things. However, sometimes a Scout does something so
unique, unprecedented, that ABC News calls.

One  such  accomplishment  occurred  last  year,  when  a  home-
schooled lone scout from near Orlando, Florida, earned all 137
Scouts  BSA  merit  badges.  That’s  right,  Hannah  Holmes,  an
eventual Eagle Scout, became the first girl in the then 110-
year history of The Boy Scouts of America to earn all of the
possible  merit  badges  available,  a  feat  only  500  boys
accomplished in the history of the Scouting movement in the
United States.

When the news media caught wind of the accomplishment, they
asked Hannah about filling her sash with stitching.

“My last badge was white water rafting,” she told ABC news.
“And it was kind of a bittersweet victory.”

“After accomplishing my goal, I was happy,” she explained.
“But at the same time, I had so many good memories I didn’t
want it to end.”

Meanwhile, Hannah encouraged others to pursue their goals,
especially her fellow girls in Scouts BSA.

“When the going gets tough, it’s important to persevere,” said
Hannah. “It’s all going to be worth it in the end.”

However, there’s no end in sight for Hannah. With numerous
speaking engagements under her BSA belt and a head start on
college, Holmes intends to earn a political science degree en
route to a career in the U.S. Senate.

Finally,  for  more  on  girls  in  Scouts  BSA,  visit
about.scouting.org/girls-in-scouts-bsa/

Then, check out Hannah’s interview with ABC.

15 Year Old Florida Girl Makes History Earning All Boy Scout

https://about.scouting.org/girls-in-scouts-bsa/
https://youtu.be/7wH-ycbTIK0


Merit Badges

Scouts Honor: Maxwell S Troop
47 Randolph
Stecker’s Eagle Scout service project revitalized birdhouses
at Powers Farm Community Park

This week Mayflower Council recognizes the efforts of Maxwell
S of Troop 47, Randolph, Massachusetts. 

As  a  Life  Scout  participating  in  Scouts  BSA’s  inclusion
program, Maxwell — a 21-year-old special needs student at May
Center  —  completed  his  Eagle  Scout  service  project  in
December.

Maxwell worked to renovate “living accommodations for some of
the winged inhabitants of Powers Farm Community Park.”

On January 3, The Journal & Sun explained:

As a previous Eagle Scout project… bird and bat houses were
placed  at  Powers  Farm,  but  over  time  the  birdhouses  had
deteriorated. With the mentoring of Scoutmaster Henry Colageo,
Maxwell improved upon the design to make them more durable by
using  cedarwood,  which  is  more  weatherproof,  and  brass
hardware.

Work in the park remains a labor of love for Troop 47, and
Maxwell’s efforts were bolstered by his fellow Scouts and
adult Scouters.

“With guidance from Maxwell and the troop’s adult leaders, on
Nov. 8 the Scouts fabricated the required parts and assembled
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them,” added the Journal & Sun. “Finally, on Dec. 4, the
Scouts removed the old birdhouses and installed new ones.”

Maxwell is just one of the terrific Scouts in the Mayflower
Council doing amazing things. Do you know a member of our
community who deserves recognition in “Scouts Honor”? 

Email us with your suggestions!

Covid  Modified  Requirements
Ending March 1
As of March 01, 2022, all temporary changes made to Scouts BSA
advancement requirements to address the COVID-19 pandemic will
expire, and there will be a return to the standard rules for
Scouts  BSA  advancement.  This  includes  deferment  of  some
swimming  requirements  for  First  and  Second  class,  virtual
activities  for  Tenderfoot,  Second  and  First  Class,  and
requirement 9b of the Camping merit badge. 

As always, the BSA’s top priority is the health and safety of
all youth participating in BSA programs. In 2020, the BSA
instituted  several  modifications  to  rank  requirements  and
merit  badge  requirements  (“advancement  modifications”)  to
accommodate  activity  restrictions  necessitated  by  COVID-19.
Effective March 01, 2022, those modifications will be removed,
and the standard rules for advancement and merit badges will
again become effective. These requirements are published at
www.scouting.org/programs/scouts-bsa/advancement-and-
awards/ and in the Requirements Guidebook.

Specifically,  these  modifications  related  to  the  swimming
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requirements  for  Second  and  First  class  ranks,  virtual
activities  for  Tenderfoot,  Second  and  First  Class,  and
requirement 9b of the Camping merit badge.

The  Guide  to  Advancement,  section  10.2.2.0,  states  that
“Members must meet current advancement requirements as written
for merit badges, all ranks, and Eagle Palms—no more and no
less—and they are to do exactly what is stated.”

New  BSA  Merit  Badge:
Citizenship In Society
New badge to be an Eagle requirement beginning July 2022

The Boy Scouts of America recently introduced a new merit
badge to the list of achievements offered to youth in Scouts
BSA.

The “Citizenship in Society” merit badge seeks to encourage
Scouts  to  delve  into  the  meaning  of  “diversity,  equity,
inclusion, and ethical leadership.”

“The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young
people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes
by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Scout
Law,” said Roger Mosby, president and chief executive officer
of The Boy Scouts of America to ScoutingNewsroom.org. 

“This merit badge aligns with both the Scout Oath and Scout
Law, which encourage Scouts to respect the beliefs of others,
to be kind and courteous, and to help other people at all
times,” added BSA’s president. 
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“Diversity,  equity,  and  inclusion,”  sometimes  called  DEI,
remains an important topic in institutions across the United
States  and  is  now  a  worthy  conversation  piece  in  Troop
Meetings. That’s especially so because the achievement will be
required for Eagle Scouts beginning in July 2022.

“The  Citizenship  in  Society  merit  badge  is  an  important
initiative to help Scouts learn about the diverse identities
we  each  possess,  understand  different  perspectives  and
experiences,  and  promote  good  citizenship  in  society,”
explained  Elizabeth  Ramirez-Washka,  chief  diversity  officer
and vice president of diversity & inclusion, Boy Scouts of
America. 

You  can  learn  more  about  this  new
opportunity  by  visiting
www.scouting.org/dei.  Scouters  may  also
take  the  “Diversity,  Equity,  and
Inclusion  in  Scouting”  course  via
Scoutbook’s online training catalog.
“[I] enjoyed getting to discuss diversity and inclusion topics
with my friends in Scouting,” Maya, a 15-year-old Scout who
participated in the pilot program told Scouting Newsroom. “It
felt like a safe environment to be open and honest about these
topics.”

Meanwhile, check out this video by YouTube’s “Scouter Stan,”
which gives an overview of the new BSA initiative and the
Citizenship in Society merit badge.

“Scouter Stan” Video

http://www.scouting.org/dei
https://youtu.be/RXjaijYsA8Y


Giving Tuesday

Get ready! Giving Tuesday
Campaign has officially

kicked off! 
Funds  raised  will  be  designated  to  support  the  council’s
Scouting in Every Neighborhood initiative. This program aids
families in need and assists us in delivering the Scouting
program across the South Shore and MetroWest. Funds help with
registration fees, uniforms, books, awards and recognition and
more. You’ll be providing youth with the chance to have fun,
gain confidence and become leaders who live the Scout Oath and
Scout Law. #GivingTuesday

For every gift of $25 or more, you will receive a Mayflower
Council 2021 Giving Tuesday Council Shoulder Patch (CSP). This
collector’s edition CSP is limited and only available during
his mini campaign. November 2 – December 7. Make your gift
today to ensure you don’t miss out.

Give Today and help a Scout

2022 Golf Classic

https://www.mayflowerbsa.org/giving-tuesday/
https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/251/appeal/4869
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Thank You to
Our 2022
Sponsors
These  links  are  being  provided  as  a  convenience  and  for
informational  purposes  only;  they  do  not  constitute  an
endorsement or an approval by the Mayflower Council of any of
the  products,  services  or  opinions  of  the  corporation  or
organization or individual. The Mayflower Council bears no
responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of the
external site or for that of subsequent links. Contact the
external site for answers to questions regarding its content.

https://www.altec.com/
http://www.hurleywire.com/


https://asplundh.com/
https://www.avaloncommunities.com/
https://www.badgerinc.com/


https://www.baycrane.com/locations/boston/
https://www.bluroc.com/
https://bond-civilutility.com/
http://www.bottico.com/
https://callahan-inc.com/


https://www.consigli.com/
https://www.driscollelectric.net/
https://www.dwwhiteconstruction.com/
https://www.eaton.com/us/en-us.html
https://edgewood-development.com/


https://www.eversource.com/content
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Allison-Johnson/547215305
https://www.ggreene.com/
https://www.elecnorhawkeye.com/
https://www.hauglandgroup.us/energy


https://hicoamerica.com/
https://feeneybrothers.com/
https://www.hitachienergy.com/
https://www.hobartcorp.com/
https://www.hollandpowerservices.com/


https://www.ib-abel.com/
https://www.ico-energy.com/
https://infraredbps.com/
https://jcrutility.com/


https://www.mjelectric.com/
https://www.maverickcorporation.com/
http://www.mccourtconstruction.com/


https://www.mclaughlinchevy.com/
https://www.michels.us/
https://middlesexco.com/
https://www.milwaukeetool.com/


https://www.mtvsolutions.com/
https://www.okonite.com/
https://www.ospllc.us/
https://www.osmose.com/


https://www.pfttech.com/
https://phoenix-fiber.com/
https://pinehillsgolf.com/
https://www.plc-inc.com/
https://www.hotel1620.com/


https://www.powertech-upsc.com/
https://my.prim.com/
https://www.quantaservices.com/
https://www.richards-mfg.com/


https://www.rileybrothers.net/
https://www.sargentelectric.com/
http://www.concastinc.com/Sales_Reps/Connecticut.php
https://www.sheerinconstruction.com/
https://www.sparksinc.com/


https://www.sunbeltrentals.com/
https://www.supremeindustries.com/
https://trieng.com/
https://united-civil.com/


Congratulations to our first and second
place teams:

Nicklaus Course:

1st Place:  HICO (Alex Ebbert, Brad Wade, Wayne
Gagnon, Paul Dardinski)

2nd Place:  Badger (Rob Koumbis, Rob Giguere,
Jim Peaks, Joshua Gale)

Jones Course:

1st Place: Sparks (Weston Smith, Hugh Johnson,
Doc Hicks, Gene Gsautels)

2nd Place:  United Civil (Zack Drapeau, Evan
Haskins, Will Alexander, Dylan Smith)

https://wachester.com/


 

 



SAVE THE DATE
2023 Investment In Character Golf Classic

will be held on:

Tuesday, June 6, 2023 Pinehills Golf Club
If you would like to be included on our invitation list,
please email us.

5th Annual Investment In
Character

2022 Golf Classic

Pinehills  Golf  Club  –  Located  in
Plymouth,  Massachusetts  –  just  a  45
minute drive from Boston – Pinehills is
spectacularly set on over 300 acres of
rolling  hills  punctuated  by  dramatic,
glacially carved kettles and kames. Here,
you’ll  find  two  18-hole  championship
courses  designed  by  Rees  Jones  and
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Nicklaus  Design,  the  most  extensive
practice facilities in New England, and
the  Pinehills  Golf  Academy,  providing
quality  PGA  instruction.  You’ll  also
enjoy their Clubhouse, offering gracious
amenities and fine dining, as well as an
array  of  elegant  settings  for  special
events, including golf outings, wedding
receptions,  and  social  gatherings.  For
more  information  about  the  club,  check
out www.pinehillsgolf.com

This event was held on Tuesday, June 7
and was sold out!

Nicklaus  Course:  The  Nicklaus  Design
course at Pinehills Golf Club offers a
totally  different  and  unique
experience. The Nicklaus course is an
exceptional course bordered by stately
trees  and  highlighted  by  challenging
green  complexes,  gently  rolling
fairways,  and  a  classic  variety  of
holes . Five sets of tees allows this
golf course to play from 5,185 yards to
7,243 yards.

http://www.pinehillsgolf.com


Jones  Course:  The  Jones  course  is
characterized by Rees Jones’ signature
style – challenging to play, enjoyable
for  experts  and  novices  alike,  and
respectful of the land, with built in
subtleties  that  offer  a  new  playing
experience  every  time.  Five  sets  of
tees allows this golf course to play
from 5,388 yards to 7,175 yards.


